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September  17, 2019

The Honorable  Adam  Smith

Chairman

Committee  on Armed  Services

2216 Rayburn  House Office  Building

Washington,  DC 20515

The Honorable  James Inhofe

Chairman

Cornrnittee  on Armed  Services
228 Russell  Senate Office  Building

Washington,  DC 20515

The Honorable  Mac Thornberry
Ranking  Member

Committee  on Armed  Services

2216 Rayburn  House Office  Building
Washington,  DC 20515

The Honorable  Jack Reed
Ranking  Member

Committee  on Armed  Services

228 Russell  Senate Office  Building
Washington,  DC 20515

Dear Chairman  Smith,  Chairman  Inhofe,  Ranking  Member  Thornberry,  and Ranking  Member

Reed,

As you begin  deliberations  for  the National  Defense  Authorization  Act  for Fiscal  Year  2020

conference,  we respectfully  request  you  keep the House-passed  repeal  of  the Survivor  Benefit

Plan/  Dependency  and Indemnity  Compensation  (SBP/DIC)  offset,  also known  as the "widow's
tax,"  in the final  agreement.  Surviving  families  of  the men and women  of  our military  have been

waiting  for  a fix  to this unfair  offset  for  40 years.

Current  law  unfairly  requires  surviving  spouses of  deceased military  members  to forfeit  part or

all of  their  Department  of  Defense Survivor  Benefit  Plan (SBP) annuity  when  they  receive

Dependency  and Indemnity  Compensation  (DIC)  from  the Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  More
than 60,000 surviving  families  are negatively  impacted  by the SBP-DIC  offset,  which  reduces

surviving  spouses' benefits  by an average of  $924 per month,  or $11,000  annually.  The House-
passed NDAA  eliminated  this unfair  offset.

It is clear that Congress  understands  the importance  of  this issue and the need to finally  end the

widow's  tax. The two  pieces of  legislation  repealing  this offset  have a record  number  of

bipartisan  cosponsors.  H.R. 553, The Military  Surviving  Spouses Equity  Act  currently  has 372

cosponsors,  and the companion  legislation  S. 622 has 75 cosponsors.

Our  nation  made promises  to the surviving  spouses of  fallen  service  members,  and it is among

our  highest  moral  responsibilities  to see those promises  honored. For far too long, Congress has

failed  to do what's  right  and keep our word  to our heroes and their  families.  Now  is the time  to
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repeal  this offset  once and for  all, and send a clear message to those families  that we value  their
sacrifice  and we  value  the heroism  of  their  loved ones,

Thank  you  for your  consideration  of  this request. We hope we can count  on your  support.

Sincerely,

Val  Demings
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